LOCAL AND HISTORICAL

Sarah Orne Jewett in The Tory Lover (1901), Stockton in
Kate Bonnet (1902). After 1902 the type declined, both in
energy and popularity. Mary Johnston persisted in romance
for several years, but Winston Churchill, Ellen Glasgow,
Booth Tarkington moved on toward realism with the times.
The writers who had been drawn aside by the episode nearly
all of them went back to their former methods. George Ade
in The Slim Princess (1907) more or less closed the chapter
with his parody of Ruritanian, Graustarkian tales.

Such of these narratives as dealt in any way with the present
generally took their slashing, skylarking, and robustly Yankee
heroes, as in Soldiers of Fortune or Graustarlc, off to remote
or imaginary regions for deeds of haughty daring and exotic
wooing. Elsewhere, even in the romances with a foreign scene,
taste ran to the past: to the whirling Paris of the French
Revolution as in Francois or to the frilled and powdered Bath
of the eighteenth century as in Monsieur Beaucaire; or still
further to the Tudor sixteenth century of When Knighthood
Was in Flower or the French fifteenth century of Joan of Arc.
The bulk of the romancers, however, as in Cooper's time,
kept their imaginations ordinarily at home. Red Rock and
Deliverance chronicled on a large if melodramatic scale the
process of Reconstruction in Virginia; The Crisis, The Cava-
lier, and The Battleground are all transacted during the Civil
War in the regions respectively of the middle and lower
Mississippi and of Virginia; Lazarre revived the old tradition
that the Dauphin had been brought to America to grow up
among the Indians; and Kate Bonnet made its heroine a
mythical daughter of that very authentic buccaneer of the
early eighteenth century, Stede Bonnet. And yet these belong
but to the fringes of the historical fiction of their day. Much
as with Cooper's contemporaries, these American romancers
exploited the American matters of the Settlement, the Revo-
lution, and the Frontier. As the frontier no longer meant to
Americans what it had meant when it still occupied a great